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SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR HOLIDAY 
DECORATIONS 

Decorating homes and businesses is 
a long-standing tradition around the 
holiday season. Unfortunately, these 
same decorations may increase your 
chances of fire.  

Did you know?  Nearly half of 
holiday decoration fires happen 
because decorations are placed too 
close to a heat source.  

As you deck the halls this season, be 
fire smart.  

• Inspect holiday lights each 

year before you put them up.  

Throw away light strands 

with frayed or pinched wires. 

 

• Decorations and displays 

shall not involve lighted 

candles or other open flame 

or high heat producing 

devices.  In addition, no 

decorations shall be hung 

from fire sprinkles. 

 

• Consider using battery-

operated flameless candles, 

which can look smell and feel 

like real candles.  

  

• All decorations and displays 

in corridors, lobbies, or other 

public spaces and in 

cafeterias, auditoriums, or 

other places of assembly 

shall be constructed of 

noncombustible or flame-

retardant materials and kept 

completely free and clear of 

any exit or access to an exit.  

• Traditional holiday 
decorations on office doors 
may contain limited 
amounts of combustible or 
flammable materials.  

 

• Noncombustible artificial 
trees are permitted in any 
size provided they do not 
interfere with any exit or 
access to an exit.  

 

• Natural trees less than 4 feet 
in height may be brought 
into buildings for not more 
than 2 weeks provided they 
stand in water and are clear 
of any exit or exit lobbies.  
 

• Water your Christmas tree 

every day.  A dry tree is 

dangerous because it can 

catch on fire easily.  

 
Reference: U.S. Fire Administration  
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